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A true Narrative of the Proceedings of His Ma- 
 Jeſties Privy Council in Scotland , for Securing 
' the Peace of that Kingdom, in Anno 1678, 


Here can nothing be ſo unpleaſant to His Mijeſties 
Judicatures, as-to pumiihz nor for honeſt Menthan to 
publiſh the errours of their own Country-men : And 
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yet ſince ſuch as find no Safety but in the common Diſtractions, and no 
pleaſure ſave in the Univerſal Contufions of both State and Church, have 
$ ſuccesfully poiſoned fome, and cndeavoured fo induſtrioutly to poi- 
ſon many of His Majeſties other Subjcdts in all His Dominians : It is ha- 
ped that a true Narrative of thoſe Proceedings will not be unwelcome. 


It is too well known how after that Epiſcopacy was eſtabliſhed by 
Authority, in both Kingdoms, as that Government which was moſt 
agreeable to the Word of God, and the practice of the Primitive Church, 
and ſujted beft with' Monarchy 5 ſome tactious perſons here did much 
diſturb the Reign of that wiſe Prince King Fames, and overthrew the 
Government under that pious Prince King Charles the Fulſt 3 in which 
Rebellion, (that grew up by plauſible degrees, too like our preſent 
proceedings) under - the. ſpecious difpmſes of Liberty and Religion, 
'GOD puniſhed ys'ſfo appoſitely, that thoſe Parliaments which lulted fo 
after boundteſs Liberty, were abſolutely turned out from any ſhare in 
the. Government, and that new-modell'd Church, which violently graſp- 
'ed at, even all the CiviF Government was rent in pieces by its own vi- 
O_ A 2 pcrous 


—_— ww 


[4] 
E- perous brood the Remonſtrators, and fell from having any efteem with 
; 4 | thoſe Uſurperswhom they had raiſed. BY 
Y Theſe Diſorders did firſt take riſe, and had their chief maintenance 
from ſome Weſtern Shires in this Kingdom, who having been the chief 
Adors in every Scene of that Bloody and Tragical Rebellion, were fo 
| far from wearying or repenting of having oppoſed their Native Prince, 
that they perſecuted both-in Church and State, ſuch of their former Af 
ſociates as refolved to return to their Duty, and to hazard all in Reſ- 
cuing their King from that impriſonment, which they well forelaw was 
the firſt ſtep to, the Scaffold : 'and thoſe-Rebels being inflamed at a 
Communion in Machlay, they moſt rebellioufly fought againſt His Ma- 
Jeſties beſt Troops3. and after that worthy attempt, for reſcuing His 
Majeſty from His Impriſonment, 1648. was diſappointed, they did again 
form their own Tenents in an Army, and therewith Invade and Plunder +» 
the Lonthians and other adjacent Shiresz and ſuch aswere weary of the 
inſolence of that Party, having called home our preſent Monarch, theſe | 
Shires, to-diſappoint the oppoſition made to-Cromwwel, drew a Remon- ' 
ftrance, and divided from His Majeſties Forces, and declared by an A& 
at the Wes?-Kirk., That if His Majeſty would not grant the Conceſſions 
then propoſed to-Him , and whereby all His Prerogatives were to be 
foru'd from Him, they would not own His Government. And-GOD- 
having ſuffered His MajeSies Armies to-be-beat at Worceſter, theſe Re- 
monſtrators did' by all poſſible Infinuations endeavour to gain the Uſur- 
pers favour, and did perſecute ſuch as had owned His Majeſty-whillt he. 
was In Scotland, | | 7 | 


Here followeth the ſaid Att of the Weſt- Kirk: 
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Weſt-Kirk, the 13 day of Auguſt, r650, 


| He Commiſſion. of the General Aſſembly, conſidering that 
| . there may. be juſt: ground of ſiumbling from the. Kings 
Majeſties refuſing to- ſubſcrebe and emit the Declaration-offered 
anto Him by the Committee of Eftates, and Commiſſioners of the 
General Aſſembly , concerning bis former Carriage and. Reſolu-. 
| E-- tons 


- 


4 
” 
BO te S X R + - 
REIBOo ee oy ie a EE 2 SDS SAN EA fe EE 


.- 
TT tions for the future, in reference to the Cauſe of God, and the 
/ Enemies and Friends thereof; Doth therefore declare, That this 
Kirk and Kingdom do not own nor efpouſe any Malignant Partyg 

or Quarrel, or Intereſt, but that they fight meerly upon their 
former Grounds and Principles, and in defence of the Cauſe of 

: God, and of the Kingdom, as they have done theſe twelve years 
b paſt : And therefore, as they do diſclaim al the Sin and Guilt 
a of the KING and of his Houſe ; So they will not awn Him, nor- 
2» . © Hes Intereſt, otherwiſe than with a Subordination to God, and 
EI fo far as he owns and proſecutes the Cauſe of God, and diſclaims. 
FA His and His Fathers Oppoſition to the Work of God, and' to the 
M Covenant, and likewiſe all the Enemies thereoff: And that they 
will with conwenient ſpeed take in Conſideration the Papers Iate- 
b ly fent unto them from: OLIVER CROMWEL,. and vindi- 
cate themfelves from-all the-Falſhoods. contained therein, eſpe- 
cially in thoſe things, wherein the Quarrel betwixt us and that 
. | party 3s. miſ-ſtated,.. as if 'we owned the late Kings Proceedings, 
My and” were veſolved to proſecute and maintain His preſent Maje- 

tes Intereſt, before and without acknowledgment of the Sins 0 

Hzs Houſe and former ways, and Satisfa&ion to Gods People in: 
both Kingdoms. | | 
| A. Ker. 
: 1:3 of Auguſt, 1650. 


"He Committee of Eftates having ſeen.and confidered a: 
Declaration of the Commiſſion of the General Aſlem- 


; bly anent the ſtating of the Quarrel whereon the Army is to- 
F fighr, . do approve the ſame, and heartily concur therein. 

I Tho. Henderſon: 
w—_ Priated 1n the Year 16506. 
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laws, to confute.the inſolent Appeals which. thoſe people had. always 
wade to his extraordinary Providence, and to diſappoint the expetta- 
tions of that party, who reſolved to burden His return with ſuch Con- 
ceſlions as they had formerly extorted in Ax»o-1650. His Majefty and 
His Parliament, as the Repreſentatives of the Nation, did unamimouſly 
reſtore Epuſcopacy, but ſo moderately, that no ſober man could com- 
plain; and though many of a different Per{waſion, deſerted their Charge 
1 the Miniſtry, yet all, ſave ſome Remonſtrators, frequented the Ord1- 
nances, and lived moſt peaceably ; but the chiet of thoſe moderate men 


dying, ſome Remonſtrators, who were irreclaimable, fearing the Schiidy 


might die out, admitted-ſome young men to the Miniftry, contrary to 
the Principle of their own Ailemblies, which condemned M:n:/terziq 
wage, and contrary to the expreſs Laws of this Kingdom, which make 
theſe punifhable by death; and they, with the help of theſe hot-headed 
young men, having inflamed ſome of their old Weſtern Friends (tor it 
cannot be denied, but there are very honeſt and loyal-perſons 1n thoſe 
Shires) into a Rebellion in. Azro 1666. whilſt His Majefty way, as:they 
conceived , unable to oppoſe both them ,. and thoſe foreign Enemies, 
with whom he was engaged then in a dangerous War, it pleaſed GON 
to bleſs His MajeS7y with a total Victory over them : But yet His: Maje- 
ftzy, whoſe Clemency is as extraordinary as His Reſtauration, was ſo far 
from 'purſuing His Victory with Revenge, that. he yielded tq the im- 
portunate Interceſlion of thoſe who promifed, That the Indulging ſome 
Pariſhes in the Welt, to have Miniſters of their own Perſwafion, woutd 
ſettle all thofediſtempers: And though His Majeſty was pleaſed to try 
this, and all other means of reclaiming thoſe Shzres, and to beſtow up- 
on thoſe Miniſters the Salary due only by Law to the Orthodox Clergy, 

et thoſe of that Party, finding their Rebellion fo ſucceſsful, concluded, 
That the fame force, which had procured that, 'might procure more, 
and ſo they eſtabliſhed new and flying Rendezyoules of Rebellion, cal- 
led Field-Conventicles, mn which, under pretext of Preaching, all law- 
leſs and difaffetted perſons, got conſtant occalions of aſſembling them- 
ſclves, and adjuſting their malicious defigns, and of -iptuling” into the 
peapte (in fuch remote places, far from the obſeryation of all wife and 
judicious men) whatever their Malice could ſuggeſt againſt the King, 
his Laws and Goverment, and from which, as the true Nurſeries of Re- 


-bclorn, it was moſt eaſic for them to form and model themſelves into 


Armies, 


\-After His Majeſties Reſtauration, which GOD had made ſo mracus 
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Armies, when thoſe deſigns were fully a as they had formerly 
done in Arno 1666. which Rebellion was but a running and continued 
Field-Conventicle; fed conſtantly by ſuch as came to hear their Mini- 
ſters, who then governed them, preach upon that long March. They 
having in a Field-Conventicle at the Glexkers kept their firft Rendez- 
vous, from which they ſent a Party to Dumfries, and ſurprized a part 
of His MajeFFies Forces, and thence having gone to another Ficld- 
Conventicle in Cummock, they proceeded to others at Aire, Kilmar- 
xock,: Machlex, Strevin, Lanerk.; after which they Conventicl'd on to 
Pentlend, where, by their being beat, this Kingdom was reſtored to its. 
former Peace and Quiet: And in which Field-Conventicles, the Co- 
venant, which is condemned as treaſonable by the Law, was conſtantly 
preached up, and people taken upon Oath, bound by it to reform Erg- 
land and: Ireland, as well as Scotland, and to bring all Delmquents ta 
condign puniſhment : nor was the Church and all Chriſtian Diſcipline, 
in lefs danger from them, for the people were led out to-hear ſuch as for 
fear of revealing, they were obliged not to know 3 and ſo Feſuites, 
Anabaptists, and any Sefary might have ſecurely pofleſt thoſe ignorant 
Creatures with: what they pleaſed , and frequently did fo-3 and theſe 
poor people being once alienated from the Church and its Diſcipline, 
found therein a fiveet Liberty of ſtaying from all Churches, and of be- 
ing fubje& to no Diſcipline. 

: Upon which Conſiderations, the King, by A& of Parliament, did 
wiſely declare, theſe Field-Conventicles to: be Rendezvouſes of Rebel- 
lion, the Minſter to be puniſhable by Death, and the Hearers by pro- 
portionable Fines : notwithſtanding of all which, and that ſuch: Meet- 
gs are deftructive to all Government, unknown to, and unallowed 
by any Chriſtian Society, and preached againſt by the ſober part of their 
own Principles; yet thoſe wild Hill-Preachers, did {till continue and 
heighten their fury to- that _ that ſuch of their own party as took. 
Indulgences from the Counci], were railed at, and in diſdain, called: 
Conncil-Curates 3, and ſuch as Officiated under Biſhops, were frequently 
xrobb'd and afſſaulted-in their own Houſes, and threatned with ſuch pro-- 
-bable cruelties, that they were forced to relinquth their Charge... And: 


. "to poſſeſs the People with a belief of their Eſtabliſhment, they, con- 


trary to.expreſs Laws, kept Presbyteries, Synads, and other Aſſemblies, 
entertained correſpondence with the diſaffected Subjetts-of His Maje- 
fties other Kingdoms, and kept armed Men as Guards for their Ring- 
leaders, Preaching in. all places the Lawtulneſs of Reſiſting the Civil 
4 Magiſtrate 5. 
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Mapiſtrate the Unlawfulneſs of taking the Oath of Allegiance; that- 


Epiſcopacy was Anti-Chriſtian, all who owned them were Perjured, 


and Enemies to CHRIST; and the Parliaments and Laws by which 


they were Eſtabliſhed were Impious arid Sacrilegious. And to con- 
vince the World, what might have been expected from theſe, if they 
had prevailed, let any man read thoſe Books Printed by them, where- 
in at their loweſt Ebb, they invite all men to oppoſe Authority, as to 
a Duty to which they were in the Covenant obliged upon Oath, and 


to kHll all ſuch as ſerved His Majefty, by the example of Phizeas; which 


Books poiſoned ſo far thoſe whom their former Principles had prepa- 
red, that ſome of them adventured-even to aflault His Majeifies Coun- 
{c1lors upon the chief Streets of His chief City here, and 1n the face of 
the Sun; and having in cold Blood maintained it, and died juſtifying 
it, are to this day numbred amongft their beſt Martyrs. | 

Theſe Enemies of all Order waiting all Opportunities that might di- 
ſtra&, or addto-the ether Diſtractions of their Native Country, finding 
in A:7n0.1674, that ſome Members of Parliament had in ſeveral things 
controverted His Majeſties Authority, and differed from His Miniſters, 
they immediately flew out in Fyfe and other Shires, to ſuch heights, 
that they dar'd ts Uſurp ſome Pulpits even in Edzzburgh, and to Con- 
vocatein great numbers about the doors of His Majeſties Privy Coun- 
ci], with moſt infolent Petitions, tracing carefully the execrable ſteps of 
our former Rebellion. But His Majeſ#zes Prudence and the care of His 

Privy Council, having Quaſhed thoſe appearances, His Majeſties Aus 
thority did for ſome time over-awe, though not reclaim them : But 
hearing that His Majeity was like to be involvedin anew Foreign War, 
they again aſſembled in mighty numbers.in OZober and November 1677, 
and did violently invade the Pulpits ,: and Perſons of the Orthodox 
Clergy, and ſo threaten all with ſudden and great Revolutions, and 
reſiſted ſo frequently and infolently fuch as came to them in His Maje- 

jes Name, killing ſome, and wounding many, that the Privy Council 
thought it neceſlary to write to the Sheriffs of thoſe:Shires,; to require 
an account of their diligence in repreſſing ſuch Diſorders, who inform- 
ed-them, that they could not get either Officers to cite the Offenders, 

'nor Men to buy their Goods that were Diſtrained, and that their num- 

bers and contumacy wee ſuch that they. deſpaired of all Succeſs : and 

even the Council found that ſuch as were Cited before them, contemned 

{till their Citations, and by conſtant abſences added to the former num- 
ber of Rebels. Nor was it poffible to repreſs thoſe Field-Conventicles, 
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and Impowered them to take ſuch courſes as ay: ſecure the Peace of 
the Kingdom, and His Majeſties other good Subjedts, againſt the Jea- 


tion, returned as an anſwer, That thoſe Diſorders had ſpread fo ar 
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| | with as little Expence as could berg 
the/Inuocent Shites, (for the Militia.of theke only; could'be armed) to 
fright thoſe-Irregular Shires into an intire Submiſſion to His Majeiries 
Laws, conceiving,that it was mych more, kind and prudent to prevent 
early , and by one ſingle Expence, the Increaſe of thofe Rebellious 
Popiciplts and Pradhiſcs-which were daily ripening towards an open Re- 
bellion, [n{wþichthe whole. Nation nught have wiſhed, but'in, vain, 
that. it: bad Redeemed;it {elf by fo. ſhort and ſmall an Expence, from 


the:payment:of Gich vaſk Suns 9nd. thes ruine of ſo,many Thoulands 
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| Fell in the Jate unhappy Wars, and to which they found thoſe Diſorders | 


leading by the ſame fatal ſteps. | 


1 
: 
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\ A Proclamation was alſo iſſued out in His Mzjefties Name, Diſcharg- 


ing all Noblemen, and Gentlemen, not to remove without Orders from 
the Council during this Service 3 which as it has been conſtantly pra- 


Ctiſed in Scotland, fo.it was neceſlary at this time both to reſtrain ſuch 


as might abſent themſelves from His Majefties Service at that exigent, 


and to retain ſuch within the Kingdom, ;as ſhould be found obliged to 
ſecure the peace, it being moſt ordinary for ſuch as judged themſelves 
obnoxious, to retire whilſt His 1ajefties Forces were upon the place, 
and then return when they were gone 3 whereas upon the other hand, 


It was ealie to ſeek a Warrand, and none was ever refuſed to ſach as 
offered probable Reaſons, which might take off the ſuſpition of their 


going away to elude to the Proclamation : :His Majeſties Forces being 


aſlembled, it was reſolved, That they ſhould difarm thoſe Shires, 'a 
courſe formerly taken by the Council in the like caſe, in March 1667; 
by the ſame perſons who now complain, whilſt they themſelves were 


Counſellors, and leading men, and which 1s, by our expreſs Laws, a 
part of our Kings Preropative.* And in the next place', a Bond was 
offered, wherein every Heretor was obliged- to anſwer for himſelf,” his 
Wife, and his Children, under the penalties expreſt in the Acts of Par- 
liament, made by the univerſal confent of the whole Nation, which 
obliges a man to anſwer for the Delinquencies of his Wife and Chil- 
dren. . So-that ſach as object,” That' no man can be anſierable for his 
Wife or Children, or for any except himſelf, do either not underſtand 
our Law, or do malicioufly endeavonr to perſwade the people, that 
our Laws are unjuſt : and it is obſervable in all thoſe Fifth-Monarchy- 
Presbyterians , that where Law can be any way wreſted, they make 


much .noiſe of Laws and Cuſtoms; but, where that cannot-be-ſo de- 
baucht, they cry out againſt them as impious, 'and not binding. ' The 
Bond Gid Heil oblige the Mafters, either to pay the Fines of their 
Tenants, or to remove them after they were found guilty of contra- 
veening His Wwe: Laws, or elſe to preſent them'when called for by 
His Majeſties Judicatures , which was alſo molt eaſte : For fince theſe 
Alternatives werein every mans power, | and fmee the Comnal judged 
this the only expedient for ſecuring the publick Peace, and that it had 
been formerly practiſed in OFober 1666. even by Such as now ſhun to 
ſubſcribe this Bond, though in that Proclamation iſſlicd out by un 
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all were commanded and charged under thepain of Rebellion, whereas 
this Bond was only offered, and which Proclamation was much more 
ample and ſevere, as the Proclamation hereto annexed can clear. It is 
ſtrange that any man ſhould refuſe to contribute all that is in his power, 
to eftabliſh peace where there is ſuch hazard of troubles; and the rea- 
ſon why this Expedient was thought on, was becauſe the Council was 
not "ble to know, nor purſue every private Tenant or Servant : but 
theſe knowing that their Maſters were bound, and the Maſters know- 
ing that they might be overtaken, this would make both very circum- 
ſpe&z and yet the penalties were only theſe to which the Tenents were 
liable, by expreſs Ads of Parliament: and in the laſt Bond, all was 
ſweetned by. the former eaſie Alternatives; and by the firſt Ad of the 
third Seſſion of His Majeſtzes firſt Parliament, the Parliament fore- 
ſceing, that new methods would certainly be invented of diſappoint- 
ing the Remedies propoſed in that Statutez and that it was not neceſ- 
fary, and would be expenſive to convene Parliaments upon all fuch oc- 
cations. They therefore Impowered the Council to inflit, not only 
the penalties therein mentioned, but ſuch other corporal puniſhments 
as they ſhould think fit, and to do every thing that they ſhould find 
neceſlary. for procuring Obedience to that A& made by them againſt 
Separation and Diſobedience to the Eccleliaſtical Government , and 
which Power was indeed very proper to the Council, to whom by our 
Law the adminiſtration of the Government is intruſted under His M4- 
Jefty, and which A& they thought a ſufficient Warrant of the Procla- 
mation 1666. for obliging the Subjedts to give Bonds, and for de- 
nounceing of ſuch as refuſed, and declaring their Leaſes null: Whereas 
the Bond now ts but only offered, and by the Paper ſubjoined to this 
Narrative, it will clearly appear, that this Council was obliged by the 
practiſes of ſuch as now complain, to do all that they have done, and 
was more neceflary now than then, ſince theſe Weſtern-Shires had not 
then riſen in Rebellion, before OFober 1566. and Ficld-Conventicles 
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«x2 were not then ſo numerous, whereas now they are declared, TheRen- 
by dezvouſes of Rebellion : and how could this Council be anſwerable ta. 
jy ſuffer ten times more than His Majeſties ſtanding Forces to be aflembled 
ed | arms weekly, and in deſpite of Law ? Or what Nation under the 
ad | Heaven does ſuffer the like ? Bhs PR | 

to . "Yet this Bond was not preſs'd, but ſuch as refuſed it when offered, 
m; | Wee therby thought to have given juſt zeafon of ſuſpition:and the;c/ore 

» 


£4 
4 
a, NA 2 ad . L EY 
ERS od ez, 
_ 
5 


= 


4% 4 __ —_— 5 ———_— m_ 
_—_— a ee . mo 


5 
* 4.1; 23. ” y Fs 
Is. th 
a1 A. 5 
KY  » 
0 1% 


Su. << Wi nn I CN — — > — _ —_ 
; . : __ m—_— — 


Cn] 

"25 ary private mah may upon preſumprions erave Surety from another 
that by ſhall riot trouble thetti 3 ſo the Council did juſtly ctave this 
'Legal-ſarety, called Lawborrows , from thoſe: whio refuſed this Bond, 
which ſeeurtty is confonant'to all Laws and that the State have former- 
1y ſought the: fame as well ds private men upoti preſumptions, and are 
Kin warranted to doo, is clefr'by 3. A&. 2. P. Je. 2, Nor are two 
years rent too great a penalty, for though in private caſes the pain or 
ſum be ſmall, becauſe there every Juſtice of Peace may evxat the ſame, 
yet in extraordinary caſes _—_— have fil been commenſurate to the 
occaſion, by the Privy Council afd Juſttce-Court, as 1s undeniables nor 
cati there be afy Security, where thefe is not a commenſuration betwixt 
the Surety and the Hazard : and who can deny that two years valued 
Rent, (which amounts to little more than one years true Rent) ts toq 
great Security for the Peace of King and Kingdom : for if the Giver 
of that Security does his diligence, and lives peaceably, he-pays no- 
—_ 3 and tfhe will not; he can never pay too much where the hazard 

15 ſo gfeat, (92523; | = 

Theſe Forces having marched , the Council by Warrant from the 
King, ordered them to take free Quarter, not abſolutely, bur accord- 
ing as the Couficil or Committee ſhould allow : nor give they'ever ab- 
folute Order for free Quarter, but on the contrary they ofdiried all 
ſuch as ſhould ſecure the Peace, to be freed from Quartering, and that 
the Fines of the Delinquents ſhould be employed for paying the Forces, 
who voluntarily contributed their aſſiſtance 3 but- it was fir to inſert 
free Guatite in the Commiffions, becaufe many emergent accidents 
might have made the ſame neceſfary. And the King having been put 
to raiſe Forces upon the foreſaid tra of diſobedience, and after all or- 
dinary courſes and remedies had failed ; could there be any thing more 
juſt, than that thoſe who juſtified the foreſaid prefumptions againſt 
themſelves, in not finding Surety for the Peace, ſhould have-been the 
firſt advancers, and Quartered thoſe Forces, than that thoſe 'Quarters 
ſhould have been payed by the innocent Shires, who ſent out the Mi- 
>litia, or by thoſe who voluntarily aſſifted and rais'd, and brought their 
Forces upon their own Expences > And to ſhew that the King reſol- 
ved to take no advantage m this Quarteting, but to eaſe the Tnnocent, 
His Majeities own ſtanding , Forces payed daily every fatthing ; Tt is 
likewiſe offered to the Conſideration of all who underſtand our Go- 
vernment, Whether it can be denied, but that the Kings.of _— 


— 


[13] 


' Had ever the Power to raiſe Forces for Quaſhing, even the appearances 


of Infarreftions, for'it were too late to prevent them when they are 
raiſed, and they never having a conſtant Caſh, nor any ſuitable allow- 
ence for this effect, they conſtantly Quartered freely ſuch as were raiſed 
upon that account 3 nor was this ever Quarrelled till now. And as the 
Council of Scotland never aſſerted, That free Quarter was lawful in time 
of Peace; ſo no reaſonable man can deny,but that it is fit and neceſſary 
in time of trouble, or preſumption of ſpilling the Country by unrea- 
ſonable and unruleful men, to raiſe the Country, as the A& of Parlia- 
ment aforefaid expreſly bears; and when raiſed, was it ever controvert- 
ed, that thoſe Countries which gave occafion for that raifing of Forces, 
ſhould entertain them, there being no Fond or ready Caſh deſtinated 
by our Parliaments for that effect? And fince by the 25th 4@ of the 
third Seffion of the firft Parliament of King CHARLES the II. the Par- 
liament does beſides the Militia , give a power to the Council to Dif- 
poſe and Manage that whole Affair, ſo as may beſt make the offer there 
made of their Lives and Fortunes moſt effe&ual, and declare that they 
will hazard their Lives and Fortnnes, as they ſhall be called for by His 
Majeſty, for the Safety and Prefervation of His Sacred Perſon, Autho- 
rity and'Governtment, how can any good Subje& deny fo fmall an afii- 
ſtance to His MajeiZy, when His Authority was ſo baffled and indan- 
gered, and where nothing was called for to His Mijeſties private uſe 
and advantage, but meerly tor their own ſafety and preſervation 2 And 
albeit it may be too well argued, that thoſe Shires were in a ſtate of 
Rebellion, Ficld-Conventicles being declared by our Law Rendez- 
vouſes of Rebellion, but there were not only ſuch Field-Conventicles 
as were puniſhable by pecunial ſums, but Convocations of the people 
in arms, not accidentally or infrequently, but frequently and avowed- 
iy, and under the condud@ of many Miniſters, who were either declared 
Traitors for being in that Rebellion in arms, Ao 1656. or being de- 
tlared Rebels by legal Sentences, fince were Intercommuned by open 
Proclamations, and who in all Countries kept correfpondency, and re- 
newed the treaſonable Oath of the Covenant, railing againſt the King, 
His Laws and Servants, and after expreſs'Commands and Proclamations, 
diſcharging ſach Meetings, as tending to overthrow the Government of 
Church and State : And 1s not this ſuch a degree of Rebellion, ar leaſt 
as when all Remedies failed , might have allowed quartering in fach 
Shires, as entertained thefe Rendezvouſes of Rebellion without any 
oppdlition © 
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oppoſition? Yet ſuch was the Clemency of our Gracious Prince, an& 
{ach the Moderation of His Council, as that they ordained the Quarters 
to be payed out of the Fines of the Delinquenrs, and that all ſuch as 
ottered to ſecurethe Peace, ſhould have none quartered in their Land 
and albeit it is impoſſible to convocate fo many: men without ſome ir- 
regularities, yet {0 {tric Inſtructions were given by the Council, and ſo 
great care was taken by the Committee and Officers, that fewer were - 
committed from ſo great Numbers than could have been expeCted, and 
none were ever complained of to the Council or their Committee, 
which were not redrefled, and the Clamours are raiſed by ſuch only as 
reſolve to caſt an Odiume upon all that ſerve His Majeſty; and yet the 
Clamours againſt what is done in the Welt, are much greater in Edzz- 
burgh than in the Shires, who are ſaid to have ſuffered, and greater at 


| London than in Edinburgh, it might well be expected, that theſe Shires, 


which had taken free Quarter themſelves, without any juſt Quarrel or 
Order, would not quarrel thatQuarter which had the King and Couns- 
cils Order for its Warrant, and their own guilt for its occaſion. But 
ſuch Murmurers ought to conſider, that by ſo doing, they diſcourage 
others for the future to affiſt the King freely, which 1s great unkindneſfs 
to the King, and obliges the King to require a ſuitable ſtanding Force, 
which deſerves little kindneſs from the Country, and:that all this noiſe 
tends to leſſen our ſecurity, and to. heighten the expeftations of ſuch as 
reſolve to rebel, and by ſuch lyes, the laſt Rebellion was from a Spark 
blown to a Flame. qoris fo | Fotts 
Whereas ſome aſſert, That the Council could not legally garriſon the 
houſes of private perſons; The anſwer is eaſie, for it were ſtrange, 
that our King ſhould have the ordering of Peace and War, and yet 
might not garriſon houſes, when he ſees great preſumptions of Rebel- 
lion and Trouble, having no Forts nor Garriſons in thoſe Shires, main- 
tained upon the charge of our Nation, nor were any houſes garriſoned 
here, ſave where the Proprietors refuſed to ſecure the Peace, or were 
found guilty of breaking it, or had other houſes wherein they dwelt 
conveniently : and albeit the Commiſſioners of Exciſe were deſired to 
furniſh them with neceſfaries, yet theſe were to be repaired by the King, 
who could not make preſent preparations of ſuch neceſſaries, without 
the afliſtance of ſuch as lived in thoſe Shires, and Bond was given for 
the re-payment : Our Gracious King and His Council here, have ne- 
ver perſecuted tender Conſciences, puniſhing only ſuch as not content 
to 


— 
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! to ſerve Cod ina ber way, inflamed their Native Country with their 
as | Hregular Zeal; and it is expected, that ſuch as reflect upon what has 
1: :; been lately done by the King and His Council, ſhould firſt remember 
;f " the lamentable Miſeries, into which this Nation was thrown by ſuch, 


 ' andeven milder beginnings and actors; our Property diſpoſed of arbt- 
re. |; trarily by Committees, our Perſons dragg'd to Priſons and Scaffolds, 
ds | for obeying thoſe whom it had been Treaſon to diſobey ; our Nobility 
Ee : and Gentry, inſulted over by every little Miniſter, and his own Te- 
2 | nents in Kick Sefſions; our Parliament made ridiculous and ineffectual 
Ne by their general Aſſemblies z and if the Council had ſuffered ſuch Pra- 
7% | FRicesto grow up unto open Rebellion, had not our Neighbour Na- 
as O tion, as well as our own, jult reaſon to have condemned our clemency 


to theſe, as cruelty to them, and to demonſtrate that Perſons, not 
Things, are aimed at in theſe Miſ-informations > It is moſt obſervable, 
that His Majeities own Officers, as Sheriffs, and others who ought to 
have oppoſed, are thoſe who complain moſt of the Oppoſition made to 
thoſe Diſorders, that have been foſtered up by their negligence or | 
connivance 3 and that when the King or Council do any thing to foften {1 
or reclaim theſe imbittered and humorous Creatures, it is cryed out | 


= 
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2 / againſt as Indulgence; and when they do the leaſt thing to reſtrain 
a them, it is railed at by the ſame Authors as Tyranny : But ſince fome in 


k our Nation could not, nor yet cannot, be: quiet under the kind and 
' gentle Government of King FAMES, King CHARLES the Firſt, and 
our preſent Monarch; and whilſt the-remembrance of our late Diſtra- 
Qtions are yet freſh with us , what can be expected from ſuch perſons 
and principles in after Ages? oO 
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Sonre, of very many Papers extratfed out of the Regifters of Privy 
Council, to ſhew what was the Pradice of the then Council in fuch 
| Caſes, and what was their Opinion of thoſe Weſtern-Shires, an 4 
the Aﬀts of Parliament now founded on; all which Papers are ſab- 
ſcribed by the greateſt Lawyers who then were, and by the maſt emi- 
ent of thoſe who now complain, when they are no more Counſellors 
themfelves 5 and which may clear to alf the World , that thofe who 
are now Connſellors, were by their determination and pradice, obliget 
as well as warranted, to dy what they have now done. 4g 


| \ $ Odober 1666. conſiſting of the Archbiſhop of Glaſgow, the Duke 


T's being a Committee of Council named, upon the ninth of 


of Hamiltoz, the Earl of Lizlithgow, Sir Joh Gilmore, Lard Preſident 
of the Seflion, Sir Archibald Primroſe, Lord Regiſter , and Sir John 
Nisbet Lord Advocate; they brought in the enſuing Proclamation, 
which was emitted the eleventh of OFober 1666. and which became 
the Foundation thereafter of all Obligations, laid by the Council upon 
Heretors and Maſters, to anſwer tor their Tenents and Servants, .and, 
the Act of Parliament there cited, is deduced.in thePreface of the Pro- 
clamation as a ſufficient Warrant for the Council to fine, confine, and 
puniſh corporally all who ſeparate from, or diſobey Eccleſiaſtical Aus 
thority, and in which the Council then Ordains,, ſuch as refuſe the 
Bond to be charged, and denounced, Tenents to be'removed, and their 
Tacks t9/ be declared null without Proceſs at Law, and many. other 
things very obſervable; which the Lords abovenamed, and many others 
do ſubſcribe the Warrant. 4; | ; 


—_——_KK 
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A Proclamation for Obedience to Eccleſiaſtical Authority. 
p Edinburgh, the 11 day of Oftober, 1666. 


| By the Grace of GOD, King of Great Britain, France and Ir88 
H AR L E S, hs. Defender of the Faith, To RE: 
Macers ef Our Privy Council, and Meſſengersat Arms, Our Sheriffs in that part, con- 
jun&ly and ſeverally, ſpecially conſtitute, Greeting. Foraſmuch as by the firlt Act of 
the third <clion of Our late Parliament, Entituled, 4n A# againſt Separation and ey 


Sf 4 | 
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Eccleſiaſtical Author 4 > J 
ro Eccleſ1aſttc zty, it is recommended to the Lords of Our Privy Council, to take ſpeedy 
ing GE —_— the ſaid AR, injoyning Obedicnce to the Government of the Churtk, as 
<a indie - receive due and ready Obedience from all Subjc&s ; with Power to them 
CES WrHUch ccnſures, penaltics, and corporal puniſhments, as they ſhall think fit, 
hr nr I and direct all execution neceſſary, for making the ſame cffetual, and. 
y other thing needful for procuring Obedience to the ſaid AR, and putting the ſame 


# to punctual execution, .conform to the tenor and intent thereof, And by divers other Atts of 


pi. A EAR 
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; Parlament and Council, made againſt Papiſts, Quakers, and other diſaffeed perſons, they arc 


hen yr ww pr. pains and penalties, to frequent the Ordinances, in hearing Sermon, 
Churches, pac, ral e Sacraments, and all other aQs of publick Worſhip at their own Pariſh 
have not received Kcep any pr wvate Mcctings or Conventicles: Nevertheleſs, the ſaid Acts 
might have been #: at vigorous execution and obedience in ſome parts of the Kingdow, whic' 
Magiſtrates wi if Maſters of Families, Heretors, and Landlords in the Country, and 

s an Burghs-Royal, had been careful and zealous in their lations in procuring 


. CH wo their Servants, Tenents and Inhabitants over whom they have power and juri 
Puget 4 - at 1t 15 more than high time to prevent the increaſe and ſpreading of theſe diſor- 
| , y evil example, might poiſon and infett theſe that are yet ſound in their Princi- 


Plcs, and well-affeed to Our Goverument. Our Will is herefore, and We charge you ſtraitl 
ang pews, thatlincontinent, theſe Our Letters ſcen, ye paſs to the dns of of pn 
Pr wo remanent head Burghs of the ſcycral Shircs and other places ncedful, and there, by open 
th _ in Our Name and Authority, command and charge all Maſters of Families, that 
Cy caulc their Domeſtick Servants, Grieves, Chamberlains, and others entertained by them, to 
give Obcdicnce to Our Laws aforeſaid, and Aﬀts of Council ; and particularly that they frequent 
the publick Worſhip and Ordinances at their own Pariſh-Churchcs, and participate of the Sa- 
craments, and abitain from all Conventicles and private Meetings, and that they retain none in 
their ſervice but ſuchas they will be anſwerable for ; and in caſe of their diſobedience, that they 
Iemove them out of ther ſervice immediately after intimation thereof by the Miniſter of the Pa- 
Tiſh : As alſo, that all Heretors, Landlords, and Life-renters, who have granted any Tacks or 


; Rentals to their Tenents, which are yet ſtanding unexpired, cauſe their Tenents and Renfallers 
81vc ſufficient Pond and Surcty for obeying the ſaid Acts of Parliament and Council, and ſpeci- 


ally for frequenting publick Worſhip and Ordinances, as ſaid is, and abſtaining from private 
Meetings ; and if need be, that they raiſe Letters under . the Signet of Our Privy Council, and 
charge them, for that cffe&, upon fix days, and in caſe of diſobedience, to denounce them to - 
Our Horn, and regiſtrate the ſame; for which end, warrant is given to dire&t Letters in their 
name againſt all and ſundry their Tenents and Rentallers: And We do declare, that We will give 
and beſtow the Eſcheats falling to Us by the ſaid Hornings, upon the Landlords and Setters of 
theſe Tacks and Rentals, in ſo far as may be extended thereto ; recommending heyeby to Our 
Treaſurer-principal and Treaſurer-deputy, and others of Our Exchequer, to grant the ſame ac- 
cordingly : And in caſe the Tenents be removeable, and refuſe to give Obedience, that they 
warn and purſue them to remove, and obtain Decrcets of Ejection againſt them ; and that no He- 
retor, Landlord, or Life-renter, ſet their Lands hereafter to any perſon, by Word or Writ, but 
to ſuch as they will be, anſwerable for, as ſaid is ; and that they take ſurcty from them by proviſt- 
ons and obligements to be inſert in their Tacks, or otherways by Bond apart, in caſe there be no 
Writ, that the ſaid Tackſmen, Rentallers, and all others their Hinds, Cottars and Servants, who 
ſhall live under them upon the ſaid Lands, ſhall give Obcdience in manner aforeſaid ; otherways, 
that their Tacks, Rentals, aud whole Intereſt, Right and Poſſefſion ſhall be void and expire, ip/o 
fatto, as if they had never been granted, and that without any Declarator or farther Progreſs, 
and then as now, and now as then, that they ſhall renounce all Right that they ſhall have there- 
to and ſhall remove themſelves without any warning ; and in caſe of failzie, the Landlords and 
others are to charge and denounce them in manner foreſaid As likewiſe, that all Magiſtrates of 
'Royal Burroughs take ſpecial care and notice, and be anſwerable, that their Purgeſſes and Inha+ 
bitants be obcdient to the aforeſaid Atts of Parliament and Council, and that they cauſe charge 
ſuch of them as they ſhall think fit and are ſuſpe&ed, te give Bond and Surcty, asfaid is ; and for 


the Magiſtrates own relief, in calc they controveng ; and n they failzic, todgnopnce them in man 
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ner aforeſaid : with certification, that all Maſters of Families, Landlords and Magiſtrates of Burg! 
who ſhall not give punctual Obedience in manner above-written, that they ſhall be liable to t! 
ſame pains and pcnaltics due to the Controveners, but prejadice always of proceeding inſt 
Controveners themſelves, and infliting the aid pains, and all other pains contai _ : A 
of Parliament or Council h:retofore made againtt Papiſts, Quakers, and. perſons diſobedien 
Certifyingallo all concerned, that the Lords of Our Privy Council will not;only take ſpecial ca! 
to ſecure the Publick-Peace, but alſo to diſcover all ſecret artempts and-deligns to diſturb tt 

| iſh all perſons that ſhall be found guilty, according to the quality of their 0 


ſame, and to pun |; 7 
fence. And ordairs thele Prelents to be printed aud publiſhed,. that nonc. pretend ignorance, 


— 
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A. Proclamation for bringing in Arms out of ſome Weftern Shire, 
| Edinburgh, the 25*t-of Mareh, -1667«. 


W- F- © By the Grace of. GOD; King of. Great- Britain, Fraace-and Ire 
; H AR LE S, by Detender of the Faith: To Our Lovitg,.. pn 

Metſengers, Our Sherifls in that part, conjundtly.and ſcyerally 

| ſpecially conſtitute, Greeting. Boraſmuch as the late. Rebcllion, and ruling in Arms 1 
the Weſtero Shires, is too great ancvidence that there are many diſaffe&ed porſons in theſe Pla: 
Ces, who arc ready to involve the Kingdom again in a blyody and unnatural War : And that W: 
have juſt reaſon to ſuſpe&t that theſe Rebels will be ready to lay hold on this opportunity, to riſ 
in Arms,. when We are neccflitate to continue the War with Our Forcign Encmics. And nat 
anly to make uſe of ſuch Arms, Powder and Ammunition, as they. have concealed , or may bc 
teanſported to themfrom Our Enemics; but will ſcize upon the Arms.of:Our welt-affeed Sub- 
je&s,, who reſide amongſt them. and are not able to make reſiſtance: Which may endanger the 
Peace of the Kingdom, and weaken Our Forces,neceſiitating them at:one time to oppoſe Forcign 
Inyaſions, and Intcſtine Commotions. , As likewiſe, that: according to. their former wicked pra- 
Qices, they may invade the Minilters of$he Goſpe),; who are lawfully admitted Preachers amongf 
them, and do violence or injury to thelr perſons, to. the great contempt of Our Authority, and 
Tcandal of. the Reformed:-Religion, as it is now profelt, Therefore, We, . with. Advice of the 
Lords-of Our Privy Council, Commandand Charge all Perſons refiding within the Shires of Ze- 
uerk,. Air, Renfrew, Wigton, and the Stewartry of Kirkeudbright, betwixtand the _— of May 
next, to.bring in all thcix Arms and Ammunition which they have in their poſſeſſion, of whatſo- 
cycr ſort :(allowing Gentlemen only-to carry-Swords, and-nonc other) to the Head Burgh of the 
reſpeive Shires and Stewartry ; and deliver the ſame to the Sheriff, bis Deputy, or auy having 
hisOrder, With Certification to them, if they fail, they ſhall be Fin'd by Our Secret Conncil 
in the Sums of Money underwritten ; viz, Ik Gentleman, in the Sum of two thouſand Merks ; 
and eyeryother perſon, in the Sum of five hundred Merks:; to be divided, the one half to be paid 
to Our ExcheJuer, and the other half to any perſon whoſhall firt diſcover the Conccalers : And 
further, ſhall be proceeded againſt as-ſeditious perſons, and difaffettcd. to Our Government. Like- 
as, We ordain the ſaid Sheriff, his Deputy, or any other appointed by him, immediately upon 
the delivery of their ſaid Arms or Ammunition, to carry the ſame to Striviling, or Dumberion Ca» 
files, which ſhall be next ad;acent, there to be kept __— Governour thereof, As likewiſe, 
We Command and Charge, That all Heretors and Parithieners, refiding in any of the Pariſhes 


within the ſaid bounds, Pr:;te& and Defend the Perſons, . Families and Gogds of their reſpective 
Minifters, within their ſeveral. Pariſhzs,. from all Aﬀronts and Injuries to be committed by inſo- 
lent and diſaffefted Perſonsto the preſent Government; as well when they are-inthe Excrcife of 
the Miniſterial Fun&ion, as reſiding at th: ir-own Houſes aud Dwellings: With Certification, tht 


if any Injury or Aﬀront ſhall be done to them, in their Peaions or Goods, that the me 
? _ 


ſ19] 


who ſha!l ſuffer the ſame to he done, and not oppoſe the doing thereof, ſhall be repute and hol--- 
gcn agairt and part of the faid Crimes and Violence, and be procceded againſt by Law, as guilty 
thereof, and puniſhed according to the quality of their offence, with all rigour. And incaſe the 
ſaid Injury ſhall be done by ſurprizal, that they follow and purſue the committers thereof, until 
they apprehend their Perſons, and preſent themto Our Secret Council, to be judged by them, as 
they ſhall order : otherwiſe We declare, That they themſelyes ſhall be liable for ſuch Reparation, 
Damage and Intereſt, . as the faid Lords of Council ſhall think fit to determine. And ordains the 
ſaid Sheriffs to cauſe intimate theſe Preſents, by Publick Proclamation, at the Mercat-Crofles of 
the fead Hurghs of the ſaid reſpettive Shires and Stewartry ; and cauſcread the ſame at all the - 
Pariſh-Churches within the ſaid Shircs ard Stewartry, upon a Sunday before noon, after Divine - 


Service, with all diligence : And that theſe Preſeats be printed, that none.pretend ignorance 


Hamilton, Annandale, Dahef, : Wauchope, 
Linlithgow, Drumlanerk, W. Drummond, Ch. Maitland.. 
Dumfries, Bellenden,, Jo. Gilmour, 


_—————— 


«a. 


Upon the third of September, 1667. the Earl of Rothes, His Majefies + 
Commiſſioner, being preſent, a very frequent Council conſiſting of the 
Archbiſhops of St. Ardrews and Glaſzow, the Duke of Hawilton, the 
—_— of Montroſe, the Earls of. Kelly, Weems, Airly, Callender, Anan- - 
dale, Tweddail, Kincardin, and Dundee, the Lord Dramlanerk, now Earl 
of ueensberry, the Lords Sinclair, Cochran, Bellenden, General Dalyeb, . 
Lieutenat General Drummond, Sir John Gilmor, Lord Preſident of the 
Seſſion, Sir Archibald Primroſe Lord Regiſter, Sir Joh: Nisbet Lord Ad- 
vocate, the re? metry” Sir Robert Miyrray, Sir James Lockart of 
Lie, theLairds of Haltoxzand Nidderie, and Sir Robert Murray of Pr : 
field, did among many other Propoſals, offer to His Majeſty this fol- - 
lowing Article: 

Fat ſuch Noblemen and Gentlemen, Heretors and Femars, who ſpall ſubſcribe-Bonds for Blank, + 
| Sums of Money for themſelves, and their reſpeFive Tenents and Servants, to keep the Peace, 
the ſaid Noblemen, Gentlemen, Heretors and Fewars, for their Relief and Security ſhall 
bave Power and Warrant 0 take Bonds fromtheir Tenants and Servants, for Blank, Sums of Money, nat - 
to riſe in Arms againſt, or- without the K ings Authority, aud nos 10 buy any Arms, or keep Horſes abyue - 
the value of rhreeſcore pounds Scots, with power 10 diſarmiheir Tenants: And 1 they refuſe to give 
Bends 6s ſaid is, In that caſe, if they bcv2-u0 Tacks or-Rentals, that they remove them from their Poſſeſ= 
ſons ; and if they bave anding Tacks or Rentals for years yet to run, that they raiſe Letters, and charge - 
them for that effe@, under the Sigret of the Privy Council, for mbich theſe ſhall be a ſufficient Warrant - 
20 the Clerk, thereof, 10 grant the ſame, and fpail cauſe to denounce them Rebels, and put them to the - 
Horn ; whereupon it is declared, That their Maſters ſhall have the Gift of their ſing!? or Life-rent Bſs,- 
cheat, gratis, in ſo far as may be extended to tbe. Rooms and Poſſeſions belonging 10 their Mafters, 


The preceeding Proclamations and Propoſals, are Extracted out of - 
the Records of the Privy Council, by me 


Al..Gibſen, Cl. Sti, Concilitz- 


